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16 JUL 01

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

                  


FROM:
DAC, C2 Enterprise Integration


ESC/CC


9 Eglin Street


Hanscom AFB, MA  01731-2109

SUBJECT:
 DAC Enterprise Directive 002 – Web-Enabling Systems for the C2 Enterprise

REFERENCE:  CSAF & SECAF Policy Memorandum – Information Technology (IT) 

  Web-enabling Technologies and Standards for AF Applications, 9 July 2001

The referenced Air Force Policy Memorandum establishes formal policy direction affecting our C2 Enterprise.  The changes this policy intends to put in place are critical to achieving C2 integration.  Therefore, I am directing the following essential components be implemented as quickly as possible for AF Information Technology and National Security Systems within the C2 enterprise shown at Attachment 1.

a. Interfaces will be standardized through the Internet Protocol (IP).  By using the IP  protocol AF C2 systems will have standard addresses through which they can be accessed – just like the telephone system.  This provides a common mechanism to move data from one machine to another permitting operations on standard networks anywhere in the world.

b. Data transfers will use the Extensible Markup Language (XML) to facilitate publish and subscribe information brokering via a standard language – just like English is the standard language for pilots.  With XML, an IT system can “publish” data and make it available to many systems and users.  

c. Browser-based applications with standard internet addressing (Universal Resource Locator) will be used.  Browser enabling an information system permits access to the application/data from anywhere on the network through wide variety of devices (e.g. handhelds) not just PCs – keeping up to date with consumer electronics.

The use of Universal Resource Locators and browser-based applications, when combined with XML and IP provide users with the tools they need to efficiently and quickly access and use applications.  IP enabling our information systems will permit them to be connected to the Joint/AF shared network (e.g. NIPRNET or SIPRNET).  Like the telephone system, once connected, you only need the address (telephone number) of the party to be called.  You can call from anyplace on the globe and the connection path and media are transparent.  Adopting a URL provides a network address for any information system so it can be accessed from anywhere on the net via a directory. By making applications browser-based users are presented with a simple and consistent way of interacting with them – just like the computers you use at home.  

Lastly, XML enabling an application permits you to send both data and a description of that data in a way that an XML enabled recipient can understand without agreeing in advance on a fixed format.

Request each DAC/PEO in the C2 Enterprise provide a schedule by 31 August 2001 depicting when their programs could comply with each of the above components within their current funding profile.  The purpose is not to produce implementation plans at this stage, but to compile an integrated look at when our C2 systems (in the main) might be compliant.  This should be a first order look at the overall picture.  In the future, each DAC/PEO will need to continue to work with their customers for appropriate requirements and funding changes as required.  The opportunity the enterprise approach presents is to begin to work together to make these changes to benefit interoperability across our C2 system.  We have scheduled a PEO/DAC forum for 5 September 2001 and these schedules will be a topic of discussion.

If you have questions regarding this directive please contact Lt Col Bill Nelson, ESC/CXP at DSN 478-6420 (bill.nelson@hanscom.af.mil).







  // signed //


LESLIE F. KENNE


Lieutenant General, USAF


DAC, C2 Enterprise Integration

Attachments

1.  C2 Enterprise Portfolio

2.  Schedule Format
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